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iron evaporating pans used in the salt-works, some of
enormous size; one east here weighed, I was told, 1200
catties (1600 pounds). Lu Chou (a cJiih-U CJwu or inde-
pendent department) is a most important market for
lumber, brought here principally from the Eo-chiang
district. The city had been partially destroyed by fire a
short time before I passed there, and looked most miser-
able ; I trust it will rise from its ruins more beautiful and
less smelly than when I saw it.
The following day we reached Chiang-ching Hsien, and
on the morning of July 25 stopped before the T'ai-ping
gate of Ch'ung-cMng, having come a distance of about
three hundred and fifty miles in less than forty hours, pro-
pelled simply by the force of the current.
At Ch'ung-ch'ing I was received with the greatest kind-
ness by H. B. M.'s Consular Agent, Mr. Henry Cockburu,
in whose pretty cottage outside the city I passed ten most
enjoyable days, which I shall always remember with the
greatest pleasure. The whole day and greater part of
the night were not sufficient for us to spin our intermin-
able yarns, and if the river had continued at high-water
mark I should have prolonged my stay with him for a
month or so without a pang. Fortunately for Cockburn,
the waters of the Chia-ling ho and of the Yang-tzu, which
had been exceptionally high during the first part of my
stay, fell sufficiently for me to start for 1-ch'ang on the
afternoon of August 4, in a wu-pan similar to that which
had brought me from Chia-ting.
The trip down the swollen river was a most enjoyable
one, with just enough of danger in it to give it zest. The
swift, eddying current swept us along at a great rate,
and the boatmen had nothing else to do than to keep
the little craft out of the whirlpools which in many places